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Customer Reviews

This exceptional reference belongs on the shelf of anyone, not just programmers, who presents
quantitative data for scientific audiences. The authors discuss graphic design issues only briefly.
Instead, the real core of this book is its 128 case studies, with topics including comparisons,
multivariate data, time processes, and more. Each study identifies the researchers who originated
the display, the scientific phenomena under study, and the programs and hardware used to
generate the study’s sample images. An unusual set of indexes then sort the images in several
ways. Functionally, different displays identify shape, correlate scalar or vector fields, emphasize
cluster of similar values, and so on (Appendices A, B, and C). Displays are also categorized by
numbers of dependent and independent variables (Appendix D), and by the application area from
which the example was drawn (Appendix E). An extensive glossary and numerous references give
other ways for readers to expand their understanding of each image, or of image generation in
general.Many readers will benefit from this set of examples. That includes the scientists who have
huge volumes of high-dimensional data to reduce to human scale, as well as technical illustrators
looking for inspiration in organizing oceans of numbers for maximum impact. The ideal readers,
however, may be programmers with good graphics skills and more CPU cycles than they know what

to do with, and who want to learn from best examples of the time.The only small problem with this



book is that its time is 1993, when it was published. Rendering hardware and practice have moved

on, especially in illustrations for biological and biochemical concepts. Also, a few examples (e.g.
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